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n the June issue we looked at the main points of the
history of Thouars. This month, the article visits some of
the many monuments in Thouars.
The château of the Dukes of Trémoille, the Chapel, the
Orangery and the Stables.
In 1635, Marie de la Tour d'Auvergne, Duchess of La
Trémoïlle, had the old castle razed to the ground. The
whole complex was designed by Jacques Lemercier,
architect to Louis XIII. In front of the 110-metre-long façade
there is a courtyard of honour, surrounded by a porticoed
gallery. With its sumptuous furnishings, the castle was the
scene of extravagant parties. During the reign of Louis XIV,
the La Trémoïlle family moved to Paris and abandoned the
castle, which was looted during the Revolution and became
national property. It was then used as barracks. The town
of Thouars bought the castle and its outbuildings in 1833.
From 1854 to 1869, the castle was rented out and became
a private college, Saint-Louis. The State then used the
castle as a prison from 1872 to 1925. The town of Thouars
established a public secondary school there in 1931,
and the school has been called Collège Marie de la Tour
d'Auvergne since 1979. Restored in the 1990s, the castle is
open to visitors from May to September.
This 16th century collegiate chapel marks the transition
between the Gothic period and the Renaissance.
Construction began in 1499. The chapel was built on the
site of the town wall, about 50 metres from the medieval

castle. It became a collegiate church in 1515 and was
spared during the Wars of Religion. This building combines
the flamboyant Gothic style with the influence of the
early Renaissance. Several architects succeeded one
another, including André Amy, Jean Chahureau and Pierre
de Lapostolle, a master glassmaker. The western façade
has a loggia at the top, unique in France. The interior
consists of three naves of five bays with a flat chevet and
no transept. Its furniture was sold at auction after the
Revolution. The building was saved from destruction and
classified as a Historic Monument in 1840. In 1873, the
City of Thouars sold the chapel to the La Trémoïlle family.
Its restoration began 5 years later. The chapel can usually
be visited during guided tours organised by the Service
de l'Architecture et des Patrimoines but it is currently
undergoing renovation works.
The castle's orangery was built at the end of the 17th
century at the request of the Duke of Thouars, CharlesBelgique-Hollande de La Trémoïlle. It was designed by
the architects Jules Hardouin Mansart and Jacques V
Gabriel at the same time as the orangery at the Château
de Versailles. From the 18th century onwards, gardens
were laid out on the terrace between the château and the
orangery. The esplanade was home to orange trees grown
in boxes. During the Revolution, this building was used
as a gymnasium for the château's barracks. From 1872
onwards, the orangery was transformed into workshops
for prisoners. It was then used as an aviation parts factory
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Anecdote - After a long period of vacancy, the gate-tower
was chosen as the first accommodation for the town's
teachers around 1870.
Prévost Tower Gate
This gate-tower was the main
entrance to the north of the
medieval town.
The Maillot gate and the
Pont des Chouans
from 1939 to 1968. Its exterior facades were restored in
the 1970s and 1980s. The west staircase of the orangery is
home to a hunting horn association "Les Echos du Thouet".
The orangery has been used since 1975 as a venue for
exhibitions and private events.
In 1707, the Duke Charles-Belgique-Hollande de La
Trémoïlle called on the architect Robert de Cotte, a pupil
of Jules-Hardouin Mansart, to build the stables to the
north of the château. The ensemble was to form a U
shape: a central building and two wings. When the duke
died in 1709, only the eastern wing was built. After 1789,
the building was used successively as a workshop, then
as a public girls' school, barracks, technical workshops,
community premises, etc. A fire in 1987 completely
destroyed the original roof structure, and the building
was restored in 1988. Since 1998, it has housed several
cultural structures: the Municipal School of Plastic Arts
and the Regional Centre "Resistance & Freedom" which is
a museum about the Resistance Movement in France and
in the Deux Sèvres. There is a permanent exhibition on the
first floor. Recorded tours are available in English. There are
often temporary exhibitions downstairs too.
The Town Walls
Made up of 44 defence towers, the city wall is still
clearly visible today. The architectural elements allow
the construction of the wall to be dated as being built
at the end of the 12th century. The towers were rebuilt,
particularly during the Hundred Years' War, when the
firing devices of the defensive towers had to be adapted to
new types of armaments. Four main gates, completed by
poternes, opened into the enclosure: the Prince of Wales
tower-gate, the Prévost tower-gate, the Maillot gate and
the Paris gate.
The Prince of Wales Tower
This gate tower is named after the viceroy of England. The
original rectangular gate tower was enclosed in a circular
tower. The room above the vaulted passage was used as a
grain store. From the 17th century until the Revolution, the
tower was used as a prison. At the time of the gabelle (salt
tax), the prisoners who were kept here were linked to salt
smuggling.
During the 13th century, the tower was known as the
"tour grainetière". It was used as a granary and as
accommodation for the city's garrison.
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This 13th century bridge
is one of the few fortified
bridges preserved in the
Thouet valley. The bridge
made it possible to link
Thouars to Saint-Jean de
Bonneval. This bridge has 7
arches. Between the arches,
the piers are consolidated
by triangular beaks which
protect the bridge from the
current. In the 15th century,
the bridge was fortified
and completed with a gate
tower in its centre. Before
the entrance to the bridge, a barbican (fortified gate and
enclosure with 4 to 5 towers), called Porte Maillot was
built. In the 18th century the bridge towers disappeared, a
collapsed stone arch was replaced by a wooden and then
by a metal footbridge.
Hôtel Tyndo
A masterpiece of late 15th century architecture, the Tyndo
mansion was the home of Louis Tyndo, seneschal and
friend of Louis XI, King of France. At the end of the 19th
century, the building became a girls' school, then a college,
then a clubhouse. It then became the Conservatory of
Music and Dance of the Thouars area. It is listed as a
Historic Monument except for the part located in rue
Tyndo. Visits to the exterior are possible all year round.
Guided tours of the interiors by reservation only.

Saint-Jacques bridge existed in the Middle Ages, a ferry
was used to cross the river for several centuries until the
19th century when the Saint-Jacques bridge was built with
a metal structure. The current bridge dates back to 1895.
The largest structure on the Thouet is the "Eiffel" viaduct
built in 1873 by the Company des Chemins de fer de
Vendée. Several footbridges or causeways also exist.
Town Hall Gardens
Situated on the site of the gardens of Saint-Laon Abbey,
founded in the 11th century, this garden has had an
English style since the beginning of the 20th century,
with curved paths and flowerbeds. Since the installation
of the Town Hall in 1847, the high walls of this garden
have been replaced by railings that make it visible from
Rue Drouyneau de Brie. On the side by Place Saint-Laon,
classical "à la Française" style flowerbeds with mosaiclike flowering and the presence of topiaries highlight the
façades of the building. Rue Drouyneau de Brie and Place
Saint-Laon. The gardens are open all year round.

Churches
Thouars has several religious buildings dating from
different periods. The oldest preserved one dates back to
the 11th century. It is the abbey church of Saint-Laon.
The main church of the town is the church of SaintMédard, which was originally built outside the walls of the
town and became the main church in the 13th century.
The collegiate chapel of the Castle, built in the early 16th
century, completes this major trio.
There are also traces of numerous buildings that have
disappeared over the centuries, such as Saint-Pierre du
Châtelet, destroyed in the 17th century and replaced by
the Protestant Temple, the churches of the Cordelier,
Jacobin and Clairette convents, the chapels of La
Magdelaine and the Aumônerie Saint-Michel...

Imbert Park, located in the city centre, at the foot of the
old fortifications of the city, was donated to the city by
the Imbert family. It is a garden that runs down to the
municipal campsite on the banks of the Thouet River. This
3 hectare park was bought in 1854 by Hugues Imbert.
The park, named Clos Imbert, was acquired by the town
in 1946. This park gradually replaced the former public
park. The pond was dug out in 1977, then terraces were
laid out with steps, low walls and stone benches. The park
enabled the town to be awarded the Ville Fleurie 3 and
then 4 flowers label in 1998. For a long time, it was a floral
park with beds of annuals. Today, flowering plants are still
present in the first part, but as you go down towards the
Thouet, there are atypical plants, themed garden scenes
(grey garden), collection beds (hydrangeas, conifers),
characteristic plants (bark beds, fern gardens, rose paths).
There are also numerous perennial plants Open in summer
from 8am to 10pm and in winter from 8am to 7pm.
Modern Architecture
The town has recently had a modern cinema Le Kiosque
built at the top of the town near the post office.
Next to the cinema the square has been developed into a
skate-park.
Streets are being pedestrianised and the town council is
trying to make the town more attractive with flower beds.

The most recent buildings date from the 19th century, such
as the chapel of Jeanne-d'Arc, or from the 20th century,
such as the church of Notre-Dame du Cottage.
Bridges
There were bridges in Thouars, the citadel of the Thouet,
very early on to cross the river and link up with the suburbs
of Saint-Jean and Saint-Jacques. The fords were replaced
in the 11th century by the Saint-André bridge, which was
itself replaced in the 12th century by the Pont Saint-Jean
or Pont des Chouans. This was completed by a new bridge
in 1850, since named Pont de Saint-Jean. Even though a
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