NANTEUIL

T

he name Nanteuil is a typical Gallic toponym as it is based on
as it was called, is therefore
. The
town was built in a previously forested area which had been

On the municipal workshops the weather vane, which was installed
in 2000, represents a scene of daily life that has now disappeared.
A spring coming out of a rock runs through a valley where a

origins nant means spring or stream and the ending
means
valley. Nanteuil is at the Eastern end of the Sèvre valley, at the
edge of Saint Maixent.

With the background of a sunset on Mont Alaric the weather vane
reminds us how much the life of the village is connected to the
springs of water.

There are a number of springs in the valley and so there is a rich
patrimony of fountains, springs and wash-houses.

Alaric II, king of the Wisigoths, was decapitated by Clovis, the

It is now in the museum in Niort...

was worthy of their sovereign, by covering the body of their dead
disappearance of the former lake of Vauclair.

Jarry as

La cabane de vigne at Picoreille on the small C road going towards

Deux-Sèvres. The only other toponym which makes reference to
is a
reference to the goddess.

the coat of arms of the knights of la Frapinière. The coat of arms

The old church which was built in the 12th century stood behind
the Town Hall on an adjoining plot of land which is now privately
owned. During the wars of religion the church was partly destroyed
of the outbuildings of this property. Close by, there was a priory

not have a handrail. It crosses the Sèvre Niortaise river. It used to
be the only way to the numerous mills and was a bridge on the old

to be renovated.
this huge piece of land is like a lung of fresh air with its trees and
pedestrian paths. It is also Nanteuil’s showcase because of the
road means that pedestrians can walk along the sandy pathways.

There is a very colourful stained glass window dedicated to St
Gaudent and St Louis. Saint Gaudent
patron saint of the church of Nanteuil, was born in Brescia in Italy
on Lake Garda. The church consecrated to St Gaudent honours the
In the transept, one of the two side chapels is dedicated to Notre
Dame.

de la Berlière. The spring probably gets its name from the rocky
mass on the hillside. This place used to be a stopping point for
carriages so that they could get the water which was necessary
for the rest of their journey. The rectangular basin was built in the
mid 20th century and was a precious resource for the local people
before the arrival of the drinking water network. The two basins

This monument symbolises the passage to the year 2000. It

clear and joins the stream at Magnerolles, upstream from the
village of Pallu.

numerals. The pedestal represents the 20th century from which
words SOL (the sun) SOLUM (the ground) and SOLUM (only),
become a succession of homographs which could translate as Au
(to the only Sun of the Earth).
The small stone monument is to be found at the Frangeon
crossroads, opposite Mont Alaric, in a backdrop of greenery.
Nanteuil was the last commune crossed in a stage of the Tour
July 2003.

