Anjou. But the future Henri III retreated to Chinon. Coligny
therefore decided to take control of the crossing places on the
Thouet and Dive rivers.
arrived on the plain at St Clair near Marnes. 300 horsemen and
200 arquebuse were sent on ahead. They came head on with the
between Moncontour, Douron, the gateway to Airvault and la
and Montreuil Bellay and the only road which could really be
(about an hour) but very bloody. On the Protestant side between
Protestants.
could no longer stay in Poitou he decided to head for La Guyenne
and wait for help from England.

The oldest parts of the church dates from the beginning of

all date from the same period. (Photo: wikipedia)

MARNES
This small commune of the Deux-Sèvres is situated mid-way
There is no doubt that at the end of the prehistoric period, the
region of Marnes was already inhabited by man. As well as the
areas of La Bataille and Le Chafaud, several other places on the
stones at Belliard, Les Grêles, La Croix du Gers and Le Moulin Neuf
de Chandalloux.
(Nantes). At
town of

(St

(Angers).

country roads of the Poitou countryside preaching the good word.
call it the ‘chemin de Saint-Hilaire’.
The numerous tombs and sarcophagus found on the territory lead
us to suppose that the town of Marnes was, in the Middle Ages, an
important cultural centre. There are not many necropoles of this
type in the area and the ones which have been found are of much
lesser importance.

was favoured. Lords of the land converted and along with them
some of the lesser nobles and peasants. In order to defend this
new faith, the Huguenots formed a military structure led by the

Built over 200 years ago and standing in the centre of the
village, near the river, the bread oven is in working order. It
was restored between 2007 and 2010 by volunteers.

the commune of Marnes with
the help of the Conseil général
and the Communauté de
Communes. Its management
has been entrusted to the
Poitou Charentes natural
species conservatory.

MASSAIS

Photo: www.marnes.fr

The inhabitants of Massais are the Massaisiens and the
Massaisiennes. The commune of Massais is in the North of the
department of the Deux-Sèvres, 10km from Thouars and 30 km
from Bressuire. It is situated on the borders of Anjou and Poitou,
Bocage Bressuirais and the Plain of Thouars.

cheaper than Disney. The park is open over the summer months.

